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CONFIDENTIAL NIAMEY 0748 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OAU, NG 

SUB J : NIGER VIEWS ON ISSUES BEFORE OAU COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS MEETING 

REF: A) STATE 041491; B) STATE 041818 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE FEB 20 
HE REFERRED TO FORTHCOMING MEETING OF OAU COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS AND OBSERVED THAT SO-CALLED BUDGETARY 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE SESSION UNFORTUNATELY FOUND 
ITSELF BURDENED WITH SUCH POLITICAL ISSUES 
AS ANGOLA, SPANISH SAHARA, DJIBOUTI AND 
COMORES ISLAM S. ASKED FOR POSITION NIGER 
WOULD TAKE ON THESE ISSUES AT OAU, KOUNTCHE 
RESPONDED AS FOLLOWS: 
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A) SPANISH SAHARA: GON FONMIN DJERMAKOYE 
WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO OPPOSE RECOGNITION 
OF POLISARIO OR ITS ADMITTANCE IN ANY CAPACITY TO 
OAU AND OTHERWISE TO SUPPORT GENERAL 
CONCEPT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. HE SAID IT WAS ONE 
THING TO RECOGNIZE AND BACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
FIGHTING COLONIAL POWER. IT WAS ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 
MATTER TO RECOGNIZE MOVEMENT LIKE POLISARIO, OBJECTIVE 
OF WHICH WAS TO OPPOSE TWO AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

AS FOR LARGER QUESTION OF SPANISH SAHARA AND 

CONFLICT BETWEEN MOROCCO AND ALGERIA, HE SAID BOTH OAU 

AND UN HAD FAILED MISERABLY TO DEAL WITH MATTER 

AND PRINCIPAL LOSER SO FAR WAS MAURITANIA WHICH 

WAS BEING USED AS PAWN BY BOTH MOROCCO 

AND ALGERIA. RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT WAS URGENT MATTER; 

OTHERWISE, SOVIETS WOULD MOVE IN TO EXPLOIT SITUATION 

TO DISADVANTAGE OF AFRICAN STATES. 

COMMENT: GON IS CAUGHT IN MIDDLE 
ON SPANISH SAHARA ISSUE, HAVING TRADITIONAL TIES WITH 
ITS SAHELIAN NEIGHBOR MAURITANIA AND BEING UNDER 
HEAVY PRESSURE FROM ALGERIA. STRAIN WAS EVIDENT AND 
KOUNTCHE DECLARED HIMSELF AS GENUINELY WORRIED OVER 
CONFLICT WHICH IS MUCH CLOSER TO HOME THAN ANGOLA 
AND WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS MOST SERIOUS ISSUE FACING 
AFRICA IN 1976. HE EXPRESSED HIMSELF AS 

PARTICULARLY CONCERNED OVER EVENTUAL SOVIET EXPLOITATION OF 
ISSUE WHICH WOULD ESCALATE AFFAIR TO DETRIMENT OF 
AFRICAN STATES CONCERNED AND ESPECIALLY MAURITANIA 
WHICH HAD LITTLE TO GAIN AND MUCH TO LOSE.END COMMENT. 

B) DJIBOUTI: HERE, ACCORDING TO KOUNTCHE, 

CONTROLLING FACTOR WAS FRANCE'S DESICION TO GRANT 
DJIBOUTI ITS INDEPENDENCE AND THIS IS WHAT OAU 
SHOULD ADDRESS. INTRODUTION OF ISSUES SUCH AS 
SELF-DETERMINATION BY SOMALIA AND OTHERS 

WAS EXTRANEOUS TO BASIC OBJECTIVE OF DJIBOUTI'S 
INDEPENDENCE AND WOULD BE OPPOSED BY NIGER. 

C) COMORES ISLANDS: SINCE MAYOTTE WAS AN ISLAND 
RATHER THAN TERRITORIALLY ATOAAJ TO COMORES, 

PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION 

COULD GOVERN. MAYOTTE SHOULD BE ALLOWED GO ITS OWN WAY. 
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D) ANGOLA: ALTHOUGH GON RECOGNIZES MPLA, 

IT WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ANY MOVES TO: A) BRING 
WARRING FACTIONS TOGETHER INTO MORE 
"REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT OF RECONCILIATION", AND 
B) REMOVE FOREIGN TROOPS.HECK 
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